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By BETTY BEALL
Star Staff Writer

Lyndon Johnson got off
some good ones. Bob Hope
tun of the Democrats in

s adn
pophatesc)

Iront of LBJ. One- thousand - -

sersons’ hung on their every
word. And the evening ended

in the dramatic singing of the °

“Battle Hymn of the Repub-
lic” in a darkened room by
Anita Bryant backed up by

* the whole Army Chorus.

The USO *“Salute to Bob
Hope” dinner celebrating its
23th anniversary was,
word, a smash.

How could it fail with the

country’s No, 1 citizen and .

No.. 1 -comedian swapping
«cracks; with John Daly acting
as emicee; with Harvey

Firestone courageously rising -

from his wheelchair
despite  his
broken hip, delivering his
speech as chairman on his
two feet; with handsome,
square-jawed Walter Hoving,

and,

president of Tiffany’s, giving ]
the inside picture of its begin- ’

nings when the late John ‘D.
Rockefeller, - Al Smith and
others all pitched in; with

famed Gen. “Rosie” 0’Don- .

nell — who is so “tough he
gets fan mail' from John
Wayne,” said Hope —

Gooak-

ing as USO president; and .
with Joan Crawford, glittering . .

in white satin and dripping
diamonds from her ears with
gobs of them around her neck,
shining like a beacon at the
head table? ’
PRESIDENT JOHNSON
strode into the huge ballroom
of the Washington Hilton at
10:17 p.rd, heralded by “Hail
to the Chief” played by the
Marine Band, Introduced at

once, he said he had come “to

honor a man with two very
unusual traits.”

n a-

slow-mending -
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Bob Hope tickles President Johnson wit
breaks out in laughter during the USQ’

—United Press International

h a joke as the Chief Executive
s 25th anniversary dinner saluting

night.  The President dropped in unexpectedly.

He’s an actor who isa't so
faf] as I know — at lcast now
—llrunning for public office.
he is a frequent visitor to
Vifit Nam who has never been

asfled to testify - before the
Sefkte  Foreign . Relations
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Committee. At loast not yet.”

“I  understand he was
planning to testify,” he contin-
ued when the chueckles subsid-
ed, “until he discovered there

was live coverage on only one
network. That wasn't the

friendly network, It isn't that
he wanted the . additional ‘
exposure, It’s just that he
refused to go up against the T
Love Lucy’ rating without
help.” - '

“Our late beloved President
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‘John Xennedy used to say jokes, otherwise - the 'csmz}’ ! many competent officials to
i

that w ~..mmff the peace is a blance would be hell to bear” | sarvd” iy USO during  the
13 > iy

lonely bat 10 And no man has. ‘I want to congratulate Siu. Korean conflict, helpe d  to

done more than you to dispel l understand that his soa Jim

solve the “umquc problems”
that leneli I)\,bS,” Jobnson told has just been appointed chief

i
;cf that war, and had “materi-
the comedian. “The men who: of protecol. It just proves that ! ally contributed to the success
laugh with you in Viet. Nam blood I thicker than civil |of the USO programs, {he
todxy had  fathers who service. | citation read,
laughed with you in World: Noting that it was J’ 2 who [ Hope, who referred to hisd

War 11 in the Pacific. When arranged the visit of Indira froyTa =\
no anaale core 1 0] amo at Burning Tree
USO was founded, Hope was Candhi, Hope cracked: It 2 : =

Wyester th naior
thore, and he is here tonight, Wasw’t casy to get Sen, Ful- "1/'-71 K(fﬁqvoallmcthlmzv 212;8‘0
! tharev- bright to lie on a bed of ! 122 of th
and we all know that whéerev o 1~ - er.and Aim Wil |
er American micn fight for Daus  Taborm, CM b
. HE  THEN MUSED O’\' i NN, eom-
medc;x’n there will always be UsOs  hae "‘T\ onty-five .plained carlier whovt mising
I'Iope vears. Just thl"‘:{ Cassing ley two shots, But Sy neton said
“Bob,” said the President, { ¢ just born—a  Shxapund _I_Pl.ur 11ve straight pars.
“two generations of Ameri- mouth. Wasn't that s shame . 5t the Symmrrton o
can_raise their glasses and about Cassius? He epevof{ NS yacides Jim and his wife were
IF S . - l it
say to you: ‘Thanks for themouih and got caugh % In the fne Eugene Carusis, Rep. Bill
Memory.?”  Johnson  then dratl. The whole thing gives™ Hull, Lxly Guest and the Ben
presented him with the plaque ™€ & warm feeling,” said the Eradlees, Mrs, Clark Clifford,
that was inscribed with the Pattiotic comedian. at a table with her daughter

“It's a tough war,” he and son-inlaw, the Dick:

same sentiments. " continued. “Perry Mason was ‘Barretts and ~ Dr. Lawn
After a quick’ thank-you, gyep there, snd he couldn't ' Thompson, said it was not
Bob swung into his familiar golve it, . Igont need this true thet her husbaud was

saucy role, “Isn’t that a crazy yeward. Have had my kicks seriously il. Je has “a classic
‘drop-in?” he asked the au- to0 ]napy tines in emotional case of hepatitis,” she said,

dience, referr-ing, of course, to” {reats . P Shull. aceept the  Sen. and Mrs. Mike Monro-
the President’s sudden ap- award ‘in the spirit it was ney,  en. Warren Magnu-

pearance. -given. T shall ignore that I 500 Ada Pote  Gallatin
Telling the President first: was £0r leaving the country..Gejalq Oeil, president of
“I want you to know that this ... Having ihe  Prosid e..t Geneval  Tive, and Doris

material was written without ileve makes ihe year for me.” © T SR o
“the knowledge that you wer It was quite something, he™Nleeson and her daughter
gomo to be here,” he began: - said, “to leave the store like Dords  O'Donnell  shared
(w8 NICE TO BE HERE"|na: with nobody to watch it tble. Rep. and Mrs. Jale
in_Washington, or, as the ¢ gen Viorse.” - Pickle, Mrs. Dale Miller,’
Republicans -c,all it, Camp. “ know he gave up a lot to whese hushand was at the
Runamuck. It's nice to be p, here—a George Hamilton bead .table, and her daughter
+back here in Bird land. movie,”” wound up Hope in the and son-in-law, the Stuart.
1 ‘hnge 2(; do“ Iitt” “sir,” tile uv’fhu_l and applause of I Rﬂblb\.,S were  at anolther.
injected sadly, s on the.gpo. . erle Mesta, Mrs. William
paper.” Earlier in the pr ceeedings, Fay, wife of the Irish ambas-

Referring to his numerous Firestone was DILS!'E(AiC. with S&dO‘I", Jim I‘/{an-n Lt Gen.
honorary degrees, Hope said: the Department of Doionse and Mrs. Ira Ecker, actor
“T have bheen a doctor so Medal ~ for Distis u'\l‘ed Jerry Colonna and Gen. and.
many times I have started Public Service hy ‘Mrs. Tony MeAuliffe were -
resenting medicare.” And he Secretary of Defonse Thomas others at  the successful
made another of his h ysterical’ Morris, on behali of Secretary ~8nniversavy of the  globe-
asides to Johnson: “This was McNamara., . As  tations] ,Jndlmg organization.

all written before I knew you lgalmm“‘? f‘LU:’O ever since
would e herd.” Ldirestone ‘attracted

“Giving me an award for
entertaining * servicemen s
like giving Richard Burton an
award for staym, heme,”
cracked tie star again. '

“It's nice to see Stu Sym-
ington here)’ He glanced at
the nearby table where the
-Missourl senator and his wile:
‘had a group of friends. “Stu
f)jmlllgLOH met us in Viet
Nam with & dfelegram - from
President  Johnson.  That’s
‘what happens when you elect
a Texan for President. Any-
body else would have called
Western Union.”

somest men in the country,
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